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I hope that everyone had a great weekend. I know that
many of you are shopping for Christmas, doing
Christmas decorating, making Christmas cookies, and
so much more to prepare for this blessed holiday. One
of my favorite things about Christmas is the
poinsettias. To me, they are one of the most beautiful
flowers. Below is a picture of my office and I hope you
can clearly see that I love poinsettias.
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It is said that the reason we associate poinsettias with the holiday comes from an old Mexican
Legend. A young girl named Pepita was sad that she didn't have a gift to leave for the baby
Jesus on Christmas Eve. Her cousin tried to comfort her and said that Jesus would love any
present from her, even the smallest one. With no money to buy a real gift, Pepita picked a
bouquet of weeds that she walked past on the way to church. When she got there, she left the
weeds at the bottom of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the weeds transformed into beautiful red
flowers. That is why Christmas colors are red and green. I am giving away 15 poinsettias to the
first 15 people that share with me why they like poinsettias. I will go by and personally deliver
a poinsettia to the winners before we break for the Christmas Holiday. 

Wishing each of you a great week!

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

DR .  BALL 'S  MONDAY  MESSAGE  (CONTINUED)
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Our annual Cowboy Breakfast is coming!
Dust off your cowboy boots, break out your
cowboy hat and join us! Judson ISD leadership
will be cooking the best breakfast in town!
You won't want to miss it!   

Tuesday, January 4th
From 7 am - 9 am 

At Rutledge Stadium 

Bus transportation will be provided from all
campuses to the stadium. More details to
come soon!

Come dressed to show off your western gear!

SAVE  THE  DATE! 

Dr. Jeanette Ball
Superintendent of Schools 
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With the new year comes new health habits.
Judson ISD and Brown & Brown would like to
invite you to our Back to Better, Back
Together 2022 Health Fair. 

Tuesday, January 4th
From 7 am - 12 pm 

At Judson HS Cafeteria

Pre-register for a chance to win a gift card
raffle!
 
Judson ISD employees will have the
opportunity to earn points towards their Go
365 rewards, talk to local gyms and vendors,
visit a shot clinic for B12 and other vaccines.
(Please be sure to bring your insurance card.)

HEALTH  FAIR  2022  

If you are currently on our United Healthcare medical coverage and have reached your
deductible and/or out-of-pocket maximum, now is a good time, before December 31st, to
complete any necessary health procedures. This can save you the cost of meeting a new
deductible and out-of-pocket maximum for 2022 by having these procedures done before
year-end. It is also suggested that you plan ahead and fill any medications before December 31st
to ensure you have an adequate supply while we change providers. Your health is very important
to us, so please take the time to take care of yourself!

MESSAGE  FROM  EMPLOYEE  SERVICES:

SAN  ANTONIO  SPURS  GO  PUBLIC  NIGHT
Celebrate public schools in San Antonio by attending the San
Antonio Spurs vs. Houston Rockets on February 4th, 2022! A portion
of every ticket sold will help Go Public provide resources for parents
and schools in the San Antonio area. Judson ISD would like to invite
our staff to this fantastic event! Get your tickets today! **A ticket
purchase to this event includes a discounted game ticket, and a Spurs
Go Public T-shirt**
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Advocate, compassionate, and understanding -
These three words are often used to describe Ms.
Kellie Shivitz. Her students rushed in for a hug and
high five as Superintendent Dr. Ball paid a surprise
visit to Ms. Shivitz in her classroom on Friday
afternoon. Ms. Shivitz has been selected as the JISD
employee of the month for December. Her
colleagues describe her as her student’s biggest
advocate as they thrive in her classroom. She is
known as a team leader going above and beyond for 

DECEMBER  EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  MONTH

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org
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The Christmas holidays are right around the corner, and the Fine Arts Department engaged
students all across the district to come up with the best holiday artwork for the district
Christmas card. Students were asked to dial-up their creative juices for this project, and they
came through. The contest garnered over 100 entries, and judges picked out the top three…one
from elementary, middle, and high school. Here are the winning entries.

CHRISTMAS  CARD  WINNERS

her students. We are honored to have teachers like Ms. Shivitiz leading the classrooms.
Congratulations again to Ms. Kelllie Shivitiz from Woodlake Elementary.
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It is such a popular club that they had to add a virtual
part for students who wanted to sign up because
there were just so many students to be a part of it.
Several other teachers are helping Ms. Garza with the
ASL club: Ms. Apolinar, Ms. Guerin, Ms. Domingue,
and Ms. Woodard. Sign language is taught by one of
our hearing-impaired parents. 

We genuinely believe this is one of a kind club for an
elementary school. Their first meeting was
Wednesday, November 17th. Judson ISD loves learning
new ways to communicate. 

JISD was represented by one student at the Texas
A&M Invitational Swim and Diving Meet on Saturday,
November 13. JISD hasn’t had a diving team in well
over a decade, and this young man is bringing it
back. Maurilio Cruz is a junior and an IB student at
Judson HS.

Fun fact, Maurilio learned how to swim the summer
of his 9th-grade year through the JISD swim camp.
Now he is the swim captain! Way to go Maurilio!

JISD  DIVING  RESURFACES

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

Copperfield ES would like to share their first-ever ASL - American Sign Language - Club. The
Club sponsor is fourth-grade teacher, Ms. Esther Garza. She wanted to start a sign language
club for their students because they have several parents that are hearing impaired this school
year - more than they had ever had before.  

ASL  CLUB  COMES  TO  COPPERFIELD
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As the new principal at Judson High School, Mr.
Mendoza will provide leadership and direction to
promote effective teaching and learning
throughout the school and provide positive
experiences and choices for students. Alongside
his team of administrators, Mr. Mendoza will
continue connecting with and maintaining strong
school-family-community relationships. As a
graduate of Judson HS, Mr. Mendoza’s passion for
student success and natural ability to lead make
him a great fit to return home as a Judson Rocket.

As the Director of Pupil Services, Mr. Hernandez
will lead the district’s efforts in working with
students, parents, staff, and the community to
increase student engagement and behavior
through high expectations for academic success,
ensuring social & emotional well-being, and
guaranteeing all students due process. Mr.
Hernandez is a strong advocate for students and
a visionary leader within the community. His
many years of experience as an administrator will
positively impact the district’s alternative
education.

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  JUDSON  ISD 'S  NEW  
DIRECTOR  OF  PUPIL  SERVICES  &
JUDSON  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL

JESÚS  HERNÁNDEZ  III

RICHARD  MENDOZA
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This is the first year for all the teams to compete in the program, and the Mock Trial Team
placed 3rd at regionals. The media team placed first in social media, broadcasting, and
photojournalism. The mock trial team and the students who placed first in the media divisions
will advance to the state conference to compete for the state titles. State will be held in Austin
on January 27 - 30, 2022.

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

YOUTH  AND  GOVERNMENT  ACADEMIC  TEAM  ADVANCING  TO
REGIONALS

On the day of the competition, they only announce
the top three in mock trial and first place in the
other divisions. There is a good chance that the
other student who competed in media placed in
the top three and will also advance, and we will
have one other student on the legislative team
advance as well. Because of Thanksgiving, the final
list of students advancing to State should be
released very soon! 
 

There were 20 teams that competed at the
regional level from Austin, San Antonio, Corpus
Christi, and one from the Rio Grande Valley. 

Veterans High School was one of only three schools to represent San Antonio; the other
schools were the law magnet programs in San Antonio at Fox Tech and John Marshal High
School. These students many hours preparing their cases for trial and competition. They
represented themselves, their families, and the school with honor.
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Judson ISD recognized Ms. Jodell Bennett as the
November employee of the month. She is a Life
Skills teacher at Metzger Middle School. Loving
and caring for all her students are effortless
qualities that she shows daily. Her colleagues
describe her as always having a smile on her face
and willing to help any other staff member.
Congratulations to Ms. Bennett for being selected
as the November employee of the month.

See the full photo album.

NOVEMBER  EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  MONTH  FROM  METZGER  MS
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For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 
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KINDNESS  FROM  WITHIN
Students from Salinas Elementary came
together with their families for Kindness Night
to make cards for a local nursing home! 

The holiday cards will be delivered before the
Winter Holiday Break. 

THUNDERBIRDS  COLLECT  GIFTS
Wagner High School Student Council partnered
with Vinny from Kens 5 Sports and Adoption
Priorities to provide Christmas gifts to foster
students in San Antonio.
WHS Student Council did some major fundraising
and the chose to spend some of that money by
purchasing gifts. They decided to focus on middle
and high school students for their donations.

WHAT 'S  HAPPENING  AROUND  JUDSON  ISD  

MUSIC  TO  OUR  EARS
Congratulations to our JSTEM students who
participated in the TMEA Region 12 honor
orchestra this past weekend!

Way to go! We are so proud of our young
musicians.
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JEF  PRESENTS  CASINO  ROYALE
Join us at our annual gala for a night of Dinner,

Cocktails, & Casino Games. 
 

2022 Event Information
 January 29, 2022

5:30 pm 
Rosenberg Sky Room 

Attire: Black Tie Optional
 

Feel free to contact Executive Director, Lexie
Greathouse, (210) 956-5414, if you have any

questions about tickets or sponsorships. 

INCREASED  SUBSTITUTE  DAILY  RATE
Judson ISD has approved a new substitute daily rate.
Please contact Ms. Bertha Sanchez if you have any
questions, bsanchez356@judsonisd.org or (210) 945- 5617.

$90 | Non – Degreed – High School Diploma or GED
$100 | 60 College Hours – 60+ Accredited hours or degree
$125 | Certified Teacher or Nurse – Valid Texas Teaching Certificate or Nurse License

$100 | Non – Degreed – High School Diploma or GED
$110 | 60 College Hours – 60+ Accredited hours or degree
$135 | Certified Teacher or Nurse – Valid Texas Teaching Certificate or Nurse License

Substitute Pay on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

Substitute Pay on Monday & Friday *This does not apply to long-term substitutes.

 
All proceeds benefit students and staff of Judson ISD, every dollar of donation matters. 

 
In case you missed 2021 Gala you can

see it here:

 
You can learn more about our Annual

Casino Royale Gala here:
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"  Teacher  may only  be  one descr iptor  attached to  her  name,  

but  i t  comes with  more  than one def in it ion ."
-  Mr .  Scott  Wilson ,  Principal  at  Elo l f  STEAM  Academy

One of the marks of a professional and certainly a distinguished educator is that they are
always reflective of their practice and always hungry for more knowledge.  Ms. Coheen is both

of those. Ms. Coheen does that consistently through her work with children. She is a model
example of not only a teacher but a learner, which helps her have a tremendous impact on the

lives of her young learners. 

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

JUDSON  ISD  SPOTLIGHTS

 Elolf STEAM Academy 
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The Elolf staff describes her as a role model, a shoulder to cry on, a recess buddy, a confidant,
a student, colleague, leader - the list goes on. Every day she teaches she is planning engaging,

innovative, STEAM lessons for her Pre-K group. There is so much learning taking place that she
even does it in the hallways during transitions! Ms. Coheen also branches out and touches the

lives of other students on campus through her role in leading the school Culture Club. She
believes experiences shape students as people, so she strives to create many different

experiences for students at Elolf STEAM Academy. 
 

Elolf and Judson ISD are proud to have the opportunity to work with 
such a high-quality educator! 
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PACK  THE  STANDS  CONTEST!
A contest to bring the most fans to the game is being hosted in the All-American Bowl
happening on January 8th at 12pm at the Alamodome. 

Ticket vouchers will also be valid for the San Antonio Sports All-Star Football Game that will
follow the All-American Bowl at 5 pm.

Middle School Principals - Feel free to request vouchers with Ricky Vasquez,
rvasquez@sanantoniosports.org, by December 16  for your middle school students.

*A minimum of 25% redemption rate is required for contest eligibility.

Fans must enter the Alamodome prior to the end of the 1st quarter for 
the All-American Bowl to be counted. 

Help us win up to $1,500 for our schools! 

San Antonio area middle schools are eligible to
receive at least 100 ticket vouchers to the 2022
All-American Bowl in this Pack the Stands
Contest! The top 5 schools with the most
redemptions* will win cash prizes: 

1st = $1,500 * 2nd = $1,000 * 3rd = $750 
4th = $500 * 5th = $250 

Congratulations to the following young men who will
be participating in the San Antonio Sports All-Star
Game after the All-American Bowl.

Wagner HS:
Isaiah Williams
Brendon Martin

Judson HS:
Andre Jones
Jahire Campos

Veterans Memorial HS:
JC Solitaire
O’Mariay Wingate
Kefa Pereira
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Wagner High School
Judson Middle School
Metzger Middle School
Veterans Memorial High School

Judson ISD has partnered with Community Labs to provide
free COVID-19 screening for JISD students and staff.  The
screenings happen every week on Mondays from 3 pm to 5 .
Students MUST be registered before their first test. Attached
is a document containing more information about the
screenings and how to register your student.

Screenings will be conducted at 4 different secondary
campuses. Parents who have registered their students to test
should take their students to one of the locations below on
Mondays from 3 pm-5 pm.

COMMUNITY  LABS  IS  BACK!

All Judson ISD staff and community members are invited to
nominate a JISD employee by filling out and submitting the
nomination form.

Click here to nominate someone you know today!

EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  MONTH  NOMINATIONS

The Superintendent Shining Star Award is meant to promote
success in and out of the classroom. The student must
exemplify outstanding characteristics both as a student and
as a citizen of the community.

Nominate a student today!

SHINING  STAR  AWARD  NOMINATIONS
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The communications department would
love to share your stories! After all, a
picture is worth over a thousand words!
Click on the images below to go to our
pages and give us a follow.

FIND  US  ON  OUR  
SOCIAL  MEDIA!

F a c e b o o k . c om / J u d s o n I S D

@ J u d s o n I S D

@ J u d s o n I S D_ O f f i c i a l

Y o u t u b e . c om / J u d s o n I S D T V

Is there an event, student, teacher, or
community member you want to highlight? The
Judson ISD social media platforms and website
are a great way to highlight student and
district successes!

DO  YOU  HAVE  A
SPECIAL  STORY?

To request media coverage, please fill out this
submission form. 

If you have any questions, please contact
Judson ISD's Multimedia Coordinator, Briana
Estrada, at 210-945-5411 or
bestrada@judsonisd.org. Thank you in advance
for your participation.

December 7: District Wide Job Fair
December 9-11:  Judson Agriculture Expo
December 16: December Board Meeting
December 17: Early Release
December 18-January 2: Winter Holiday Break
January 4: Cowboy Breakfast
January 4: Health Fair
January 29: JEF Annual Gala Casino Royale

UPCOMING   EVENTS
AROUND  JUDSON  ISD
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