
Superintendent 
M essage

Febr uar y 24, 2020 

THOUGHTS  FROM  DR.  BALL
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Dear Judson ISD Team:   

I hope that everyone had a great weekend. Recently I was asked why I write the Monday 
Message.  The follow-up question to that was if I knew how many people actually read it. 
That?s actually something I have always wondered, but I have no data as to the numbers of 
individuals that actually take the time.  I am hoping that the numbers are good, but I will be 
satisfied if at least a few do.

The reason I write the message is because each of you 
are leaders and have the power to make a huge impact 
on people.  A friend recently sent me the text below and 
as I read it, I realized this is how I feel about each of you.

You were created to make somebody else's life better.

Somebody needs what you have, your smile,

your love, your words and your encouragement.

The other day I watched a video from Deshauna Barber 
about the experience she had.  It involves a question that changed her life.  If you would like 
to watch the video just click on the photo on this page.  The big takeaway from her message 
was to NEVER QUIT!  She states in the video that one person had a huge impact on her and 
made a significant difference.  She was the first soldier to ever win the Miss USA pageant. 
Through her experience she learned to persevere through difficult times.  We need to teach 
our students to be as resilient as she was.  So I challenge you to take every difficult situation 
and make it a positive one as she did!  Do not fear failure, fear regret.  Each of us is a leader 
because we have an impact on students.  We should believe in our students, teach them that 
they are worthy of greatness!  Thank you for all you do.  I am inspired by all you do for our 
students.

https://www.facebook.com/goalcast/videos/vb.897393153671209/2860824433998567/?type=2&theater
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NLC Readers at  Candlewood
Candlewood Elementary had some very special 
guest readers from NE Lakeview College to read 
to some 1st grade and 2nd grade classes.  Julie 
Kirkland-Poirier, Dean of Student Success of 
NLC and Leann Hernandez, Enrollment Coach, 
each read a book to Mrs. Jackson?s 1st grade 
class and Mrs. Kelly?s 2nd grade class.  Sarah 
Leal, Senior Coordinator and Estephania 
Rodriguez, Academic Advisor attended, along 
with the fan favorite, mascot Nico. In addition to 

the story time, the students were 
treated with cupcakes, juice, and a 
goody bag in recognition of their 
dedication to being Exceptional Eagles.

Judson ISD Senior Staff had the privilege to 
present to members of the Texas Alliance of 
Black School Educators (TABSE) recently in 
downtown San Antonio. 

Staff was asked to present on the issues of 
diversity and equity within a school district 
setting and how that can benefit students 
and how academic gaps are narrowed in the 
classroom. 

Dr. Ball and senior staff members each took 
segments of the presentation according to 
their area of expertise.  A big thank you to 
TABSE for the invitation to tell the JISD story.

JISD Senior Staff Present  At  TABSE
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Patriot Cosmetologists 
Going To State 
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Judson   JROTC  Host s Annual  Bal l

Cosmetology is one of the CTE pathways at 
Veterans Memorial High School and we are 
very proud of their recent success.  They have 
flown through the different competition 
levels and placed 1st in the latest SkillsUSA 
contest for quiz bowl.  These young women 
have been working hard and have now 
qualified to go on to state competition which 
will be coming up in Corpus Christi. 

Congratulations to this team and best of luck.

Judson High School Air Force Junior ROTC hosted its 
Military  Ball at Randolph Air Force Base.  The 
students did fantastic leading the event under the 
direction of Lt. Col. James Grace, Jr., USAF (ret).  
Thank you to all the staff for developing citizens of 
character dedicated to serving our nation and 
community.  Congratulations to the royal court. 
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They've Built It...The 
Patriot's Will Com e 

Ribbon Cut  On Vet eran Mem or ial 's At hlet ic Fields

The ceremony had to dodge some showers 
floating in and out, but the ribbon was cut on 
the new Veterans Memorial High School 
varsity athletic fields.  Dr. Ball joined a 
number of JISD Board members, 
administration and students to formally open 
the facility for play.  The ribbon was cut by 
Board President Renee Paschall and Dr. Ball 
threw out the ceremonial first pitch on the 
softball field.  It all turned the page on a new 
chapter in Patriot history as both the softball 
and baseball teams were ready 
to start swinging for the fences 
in competition.

Dr . Ball t hrows out  t he f ir st  pit ch at  t he sof t ball f ield

Board President , Renee Paschall cut s t he r ibbon
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 Rachel  Challenge Hoping 
To Make Di fference 

The Judson Education Foundation awards 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
scholarships each year to deserving 
students.  But it doesn't happen without 
students taking the time to fill out the 
application for JEF to consider. 

If you're a student, consider taking the 
time to apply.  If you're a teacher or 
administrator and know a student who 
would be a good candidate, let them 
know. CLICK HERE TO APPLY

Deadline is March 15, 2020

Judson Education Foundation 
Scholarships Open 

Rachel?s Challenge exists to equip and inspire individuals to replace acts of violence, bullying, and 
negativity with acts of respect, kindness, and compassion.  The organization has been touring a 
number of JISD secondary schools the last several days and is making a powerful impression on 
students.  The photos here were taken at Judson Middle School where the presentation had 
everyone rethinking how they treat each other. 

Rachel?s Challenge is based on the life and writings of Rachel Joy Scott who was the first victim of 
the Columbine school shootings in 1999.  Through her example, Rachel?s Challenge is making a 
positive impact in the lives of millions of people every year.

https://exapps.judsonisd.org/apps/Communications/index.cfm?event=ScholarshipForm
https://exapps.judsonisd.org/apps/Communications/index.cfm?event=ScholarshipForm
https://exapps.judsonisd.org/apps/Communications/index.cfm?event=ScholarshipForm
https://exapps.judsonisd.org/apps/Communications/index.cfm?event=ScholarshipForm
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JISD Wrest ler s Hope To 
Pin  Down State Ti t le 

Part of the Judson High School Agriscience 
program is Floral Design studies.  It gives 
students a chance to work with all sorts of 
floral specimens to create some incredible 
arrangements for all sorts of occasions 
and events.  In fact, many district events 
that you may have attended have featured 
arrangements by these students. 

Dr. Ball dropped by the class recently to 
talk with students and see the kind and 
quality of work they are doing. She was 
incredibly impressed.

A World Of Flowers At Judson HS

It has been a fantastic wrestling season for all 
the high school teams.  These students have 
shown strength, quickness, and incredible 
strategy throughout the season and they have 
come away with qualifications to compete at the 
state level. 

We want to congratulate them on this 
achievement that takes not only a lot of work, 
but stamina, and mental toughness.  Students 
are from left to right:

- Isiah Dugar 160 lbs. Judson High School
- Sebastian Pacheco 113 lbs. Wagner High School
- Luis Rodriguez 120 lbs.  Judson High School
- Tayo Tellechea  160 lbs Judson High School
- Andres Garza  132 lbs Veterans Memorial High School
- Omari Frazier 182 lbs Veterans Memorial High School
- Matthew Pacheco 138 lbs Wagner High School
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Cal endar
 

Mar ch  19t h

Mar ch   9- 13

JISD School Board Regular  
Meeting at ERC Boardroom    

6 p.m.

Spr ing Break JISD 
Off ices and Campuses 

Closed

Spir i t of Judson at the PAC 
6 p.m.

Febr uar y   24t h
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