English Language Arts
8th Grade
Remote Learning
at Home
Packet Instructions:
Attached you will find a Choice Board for each week.
Each Choice Board works like a Tic-Tac-Toe. Student will select 3 in a row and be a winner for doing your
ELAR assignments!
* ESL Students: Remember to use your native language dictionaries if you need to. Snap a picture and
send it to Goggle Translate.
Allow your child to pick 3 of the activities on the Choice Board. Your child may choose to do more of the
activities, the expectation is 3 per week.
It is imperative that your student practices free choice and sustained silent reading every day. Some of the
questions you may want to ask after they have read are listed below:
1. When you were reading your book today, what “Ah Ha” moment did you have? What did you find
interestering?
2. From what you read today, what connections did you make? What did it remind you of?
3. Could you please paraphrase (say it in your own words) what you read today?
4. When you were reading today, what sentence (quote) got your attention? Explain why?
To assist you in providing reading for your child, here are some free resources they can access.
https://cloudlibrary.org
www.getepic.com
www.yourcoudlibrary.com will connect you with the Bibliotech – San Antonio Public
Library
www.tumblebooks.com has a great teen section
www.readworks.org has reading for all levels
Follow us on Facebook at JISD Curriculum for additional information or visit our Curriculum and Instruction
website for additional free resources at https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/206

Prepared by the Curriculum and Instruction Department, Judson ISD, March 2020

8th Grade Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of March 23 – 27
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage).

Poetry
Read the poem 3 times. Draw a picture or
sketch of the poem that could help show its’
meaning. Write the theme/message of the
poem on the bottom of you sketch/picture.
Nothing Gold Can Stay: Robert Frost
Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf’s a flower;
But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.
Answer the following questions:
1. What does he mean by “nothing
gold can stay.” Give examples.
2. What rhyme scheme used? Why?
Create a 1 page Short Story
Handwrite or type a 1 page short story that
follows the linear plot line.
Label the plot points on your story.

Share your story with a family member or
friend.

Writer’s Notebook

Reading and Reflection

Write two pages (or more) for 2 days
within this week in your writer’s
notebook Your writer’s notebook can
be hand-written or done electronically.
It is a place for you to capture your
thoughts, opinions, concerns,
questions, or reflections regarding any
topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. Discuss how the Corona Virus
has disrupted your school
year thus far.
2. Write about a movie or T.V.
show you have recently seen.
3. School/business closures
Find a book to read that interests you.
Read this book for 30 or more minutes
every day. You are asked to time your
reading every day, and to track the
time you spend reading on a self-made
chart. The chart you create can be
hand-written or created digitally, and it
might look like this example:

Read the following story:
https://americanliterature.com/author/leotolstoy/short-story/three-questions
Create a plot line based on the story
following the model below: Include a
description of the setting, characters,
conflict, theme or lesson on the chart as
well.
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Discuss with a friend or family member your
thoughts on the story.
Text to World Connections Through News
Watch the news or read a news related
article. Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the graphic
below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read) that
__. (Person’s name) __(witnessed,
experienced, explained)__ the ___(incident,
event) that __ happened __. As a result, __.
In my opinion, I think that __.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find
and correct 10 errors. You might look
for errors of capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, or grammar.
Harriet Tubman was born in to slavery.
In 1849, she excaped from a Maryland
plantation. She would devote the rest
of her life to helping other slaves gain
there freedom. She was a leader of the
Underground Railroad, a network of
secret places ware slaves could stay on
their way to the North. During the civil
War, she serve as a cook a nurse, and a
union spy. Tubman dyed in March
1913. Her tombstone reads, Servant of
God, Well Done.”

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage).

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of March 30th- April 3rd
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and
the written response at the end of the
passage).
Poetry
I’m Nobody! Who are you?
Are you – Nobody – too?
Then there’s a pair of us!
Don’t tell! They’d advertise – you know!
How dreary – to be – Somebody!
How public – like a Frog –
To tell one’s name – the livelong June –
To an admiring Bog!
-Emily Dickinson

Writer’s Notebook
Write two pages (or more) for 2 days
within this week in your writer’s
notebook Your writer’s notebook can
be hand-written or done electronically.
It is a place for you to capture your
thoughts, opinions, concerns,
questions, or reflections regarding any
topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. hobby, movie, favorite food
Author’s Craft: Add at least 1
rhetorical question and 2 pieces of
figurative language in 1 of your writing
entries.
Find a book to read that interests you.
Read this book for 30 or more minutes
every day. You are asked to time your
reading every day, and to track the time
you spend reading on a self-made
chart. The chart you create can be
hand-written or created digitally, and it
might look like this example:

Create and fill out the organizer below:
Images I saw in my
mind

Sound

Examples of
Figurative Language
(similes, metaphors,
personification)

My
Interpretation

(Rhyme Scheme or
Free Verse)



3/20

Night

20-40
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Spend
Reading
35

Themes and/or
Messages

Answer the following:
1. What imager is used and why?
2. How is this poem an extended
metaphor? How is the meaning of
this poem still relevant today?
Create an Extended Metaphor poem



Date
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Book
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It can rhyme or be free verse.
Pick a line/phrase from a movie,
tv show, song, or book that you
like to be the title of your poem.
The title will be the metaphor you
are discussing within the poem.

Reading and Reflection
Read the following article:
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/socialdistancing-2/
Discuss with a friend or family member your
thoughts on the article.

Create a problem-solution chart based on the
article. Write a persuasive paragraph
convincing your friends to practice social
distancing using your chart.
Text to World Connections Through News
Watch the news or read a news related
article. Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the graphic
below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read) that
____. (Person’s name) ___(witnessed,
experienced, explained)____ the ___
(incident, event) that ___ happened ___. As
a result, ___. In my opinion, I think that ____.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find
and correct 10 errors. You might look
for errors of capitalization, punctuation,
spelling, or grammar.
During the month of March in 1950,
Peter Hodgson introduced a toy that
become a surprise sensation. 6 years
earlier, Silly Putty was discovered by a
engineer at General Electric. When no
practical use could be found for the
product, Hodgson began to cell the
bouncing putty as a toy. Silly Putty flu
of store shelfs more then 300 million
Silly Putty eggs have now been sold.
Silly Putty even rocketed to the moon
with the Apollo 8 astronauts!

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage)

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of April 6th-10th
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit
focus questions, guided reading
questions, and the written response at
the end of the passage).

Persuasive Appeals
Find at least 3 commercials or ads that
contain the 3 rhetorical appeals:
 Ethos
 Pathos
 Logos
*good convincing arguments will contain
all 3.
Ethos = trust or credibility
Pathos = emotion
Logos = logic/facts/statistics

Writer’s Notebook
Write two pages (or more) for 2 days
within this week in your writer’s
notebook Your writer’s notebook can
be hand-written or done electronically.
It is a place for you to capture your
thoughts, opinions, concerns,
questions, or reflections regarding any
topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. Temporary business closures
2. Positivity
3. Spending time with
friends/family.
Author’s’ Craft: Pick a writing entry in
your notebook to practice adding
hyperboles and at least 1 allusion.
Find a book to read that interests you.
Read this book for 30 or more minutes
every day. You are asked to time your
reading every day, and to track the
time you spend reading on a self-made
chart. The chart you create can be
hand-written or created digitally, and it
might look like this example:

Date

3/20
Record in a Journal how each
commercial or ad used the 3 persuasive
appeals and why they were effective.
Argument Paragraph
Disscus the concept of social distancing
during the recent pandemic of the
Coronavirus.
Write an Argument paragraph with the
following:
1.

Thesis (with clear position on
social distancing)
2. Reasons why it is important
3. At least 2 specific examples to
prove your point.
4. Concluding Sentence
Add at least 2 rhetorical devices in
paragraph (rhetorical questions, dialogue

Reading Log
Book
Pages
Read
Maniac
McGee

20-40

Time
Spend
Reading
35

Reading and Reflection
Read the following article:
https://people.com/human-interest/amazontemporarily-halts-new-shipments-nonessential-items-fulfillment-centers/
Discuss with a friend or family member your
thoughts on the article.
Write the main idea + supporting details of the
article. You may use a template/graphic
organizer like the one on the website below.
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/mainidea-graphic-organizer/view/

Text to World Connections Through News
Watch the news or read a news related article.
Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the graphic
below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read) that
____. (Person’s name) ___(witnessed,
experienced, explained)____ the ___ (incident,
event) that ___ happened ___. As a result,
___. In my opinion, I think that ____.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find
and correct 10 errors. You might look
for errors of capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, or grammar.
When Congress put and end to the
rolling of Easter eggs on the lawn of the
capitol in 1878, president Rutherford B
Hayes invited children to role there
eggs on the White House lawn. Hayes
and his wife, Lucy, started a tradition
that continue to day. Famous
entertainers and performers attend the
White House Easter Egg Roll each year
At the end of the event, each child
recieves a special wooden egg as a
souvenir.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage)

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of April 13th-17th
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.
Writer’s Notebook

Log into Imagine Reading using the
JISD portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of
the Reading Passages (including the
unit focus questions, guided reading
questions, and the written response at
the end of the passage).
Poetry
The Eagle: By Alfred Lord Tennyson
He clasps the crag with crooked
hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ring'd with the azure world, he
stands.
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.
Read the poem 3 Times. Make a chart
looking for the following items in the
poem to help establish its’ meaning.
 Context, Audience, Purpose
 Structural Elements
 Rhythm and Rhyme
 Sound Devices
 Imagery/Figurative Language

Create a Poem
Create 3 different Haiku’s about
objects/things you see outside this
week.
The haiku is a Japanese form that arose
in the 17th century. Typically a haiku
has 17 syllables, arranged in three lines,
first five syllables, then 7, then 5.
Haiku are most commonly about
nature, often containing a seasonal
reference. They tend to contain two
juxtaposed (contrasted) images or
ideas.
Ex. An old silent pond…
A frog jumps into the pond,
splash! Silence again.

Reading and Reflection

Write two pages (or more) for 2 days within this
week in your writer’s notebook Your writer’s
notebook can be hand-written or done
electronically. It is a place for you to capture
your thoughts, opinions, concerns, questions, or
reflections regarding any topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. Cultural traditions, poetry (since April
is poetry month), nature
Pick an entry in your writer’s notebook to add 2
introductory phrase using a comma.
Ex. As a result, she had to stay home all day.
Find a book to read that interests you. Read
this book for 30 or more minutes every day. You
are asked to time your reading every day, and
to track the time you spend reading on a selfmade chart. The chart you create can be handwritten or created digitally, and it might look
like this example:
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Pick 2 Political Cartoons from the link to
analyze: List the following for each
cartoon.
https://www.cagle.com/bobenglehart/2020/03/corona-news
1. Subject
2. Occasion (why did they create it)
3. Audience
4. Context (how they get message
across/what devices or images
do they use?)
5. Purpose and Tone

Text to World Connections Through
News
Watch the news or read a news related
article. Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
Write a summary paragraph including
the information above. You may use the
graphic below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read)
that ____. (Person’s name)
___(witnessed, experienced,
explained)____ the ___ (incident, event)
that ___ happened ___. As a result, ___.
In my opinion, I think that ____.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find and
correct 10 errors. You might look for errors of
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, or
grammar.
April is national poetry month. Its a time when
kids’ can enjoy the fun of vurse. Children’s
poet Jack Prelutsky remembers how one of his
teachers made him feel that poetry was like
liver. “I was told that it was good for me, but I
wasnt convinced, Prelutsky said. Years later,
he wrote some lines of poetry to go with
drawings he maid of imaginary animals. Those
lines of poetry become the first of his
entertaining poems for children.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of
the Reading Passages (including the unit
focus questions, guided reading
questions, and the written response at
the end of the passage).

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of April 20th-24th
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.
Writer’s Notebook

Log into Imagine Reading using the
JISD portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2
of the Reading Passages (including
the unit focus questions, guided
reading questions, and the written
response at the end of the passage).

Stories with Irony

Go to AmerianLiterature.com
Pick 1 of the following stories to
read:
The Lottery
The story of an Hour

How is ending of the story ironic?
How does the impact help you
understand the meaning of the
story.

Reading and Reflection

Write two pages (or more) for 2 days within
this week in your writer’s notebook Your
writer’s notebook can be hand-written or
done electronically. It is a place for you to
capture your thoughts, opinions, concerns,
questions, or reflections regarding any
topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. Pets, Netflix, hiking, sports
Pick an entry in your writer’s notebook to
practice adding colons for emphasis and to
join sentences.
Ex. Life is like a puzzle: half the fun is in
trying to work it out.

Read the following article:
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/coronavirusquestions-2/

Find a book to read that interests you.
Read this book for 30 or more minutes
every day. You are asked to time your
reading every day, and to track the time
you spend reading on a self-made chart.
The chart you create can be hand-written
or created digitally, and it might look like
this example:

Text to World Connections Through News
Watch the news or read a news related article.
Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
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Re-write the story and place it in a
modern setting. How does it change
the story.
Write a Letter
Write a Letter in 1st person from the
perspective of a medical
professional (doctor, nurse, EMT).
Your letter needs to be addressed to
the community and you will need to
explain to others why staying home
and practicing social distancing is a
good practice during this time.

Discuss with a friend or family member your
thoughts on the article.
Write the highlighted vocabulary words. Write
a definition for each word based on the context
of the article.
Paraphrase the main steps outlined in the text.
Reflect: Based on the information in the text,
in a paragraph explain what precautions are
you taking to stay healthy and safe.

Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the graphic
below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read) that
___. (Person’s name) __(witnessed,
experienced, explained)___the __ (incident,
event) that __ happened __. As a result, __. In
my opinion, I think that ____.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find and
correct 10 errors. You might look for errors
of capitalization, punctuation, spelling, or
grammar.

Have you ever herd the saying, “April
showers bring May flowers?” That is
because April is known for being verry
rainy. May is known four being the first
warm munth of the year when flowers
begin bloooming. People feel better on
rainey april days when they think of the
warn weather and pretty flours that are
right around the corner

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage).

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of May 4th-May 8th
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and
the written response at the end of the
passage).

Writer’s Notebook
Write two pages (or more) for 2 days
within this week in your writer’s notebook
Your writer’s notebook can be handwritten or done electronically. It is a place
for you to capture your thoughts,
opinions, concerns, questions, or
reflections regarding any topic in your
daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
1. Rain, jobs, reading, shopping
Pick an entry within your writer’s
notebook to practice using hyphens.
The hyphen’s primary function is the formation of
certain compound terms. The hyphen is also used for
word division

Reading and Reflection
Read one of the 1 act plays from the
website below:
https://www.thoughtco.com/free-oneact-plays-2713599
Discuss with a friend or family member
your thoughts on the play.
Look/Hunt for the following: Dialogue,
Stage Directions, Conflict,
Characterization.
Write a paragraph and explain how
changing the setting can change the
appeal of the play.

Ex.

The house comes with a state-of-the-art security
system.

Sentence Craft Practice
A participle is a verb form that can be used
as an adjective, and a participial phrase is a
phrase that contains a participle and any
modifiers.
Ex. when you change the verb “develop” to
“developing” to describe something, you
have created a participle. Adding modifiers
to “developing” gives you a participial
phrase.
Example:
Developing off the coast of Haiti, a tropical
storm brought rain and high winds to the
West Indies.

Find a book to read that interests you.
Read this book for 30 or more minutes
every day. You are asked to time your
reading every day, and to track the time
you spend reading on a self-made chart.
The chart you create can be hand-written
or created digitally, and it might look like
this example:
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Write 10 sentences using participial
phrases like the sentence above.
Paired Readings
Go to Readworks.org
Find the paired articles your find
interesting.
Read each story or article and fill out a
compare and contrast chart. Include the
main idea or theme of each one.

Text to World Connections Through
News
Watch the news or read a news related
article. Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about?______________
Where is it happening?_____________
Who is affected by this?____________
When did this occur?______________
Why is it happening?_______________
Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the
graphic below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read)
that ___. (Person’s name) __(witnessed,
experienced, explained)___the __
(incident, event) that __ happened __. As
a result, __. In my opinion, I think that __.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find and
correct 10 errors. You might look for
errors of capitalization, punctuation,
spelling, or grammar.
Ray Kroc was a traveling sales man. One of
the businesses he sold to was a restaurant
owned by two brothers Dick and Mac
McDonald. Kroc liked what he saw he told
the brothers they should open more
restaurants. When the brothers asked
who would run the new restaurants, Kroc
said, Well, what about me.” Kroc opened
his first McDonald’s in April 1955. Today
their is more then 30,000 McDonald’s in
more than 115 countrys.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit
focus questions, guided reading
questions, and the written response at
the end of the passage).

8th Grade English Language Arts and Reading
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu: Week of May 11th- May 15th
Directions:

Start in the middle and then choose 2 other rectangles to make your tic-tac-toe.
Writer’s Notebook

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 2 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage).

Author’s Craft
Read the following poem excerpt:
Defeat
No one is beat till he quits
No one is through till he stops,
No matter how hard Failure hits,
No matter how often he drops,
A fellow’s not down till he lies
In the dust and refuses to rise.
Fate can slam him and bang him around,
And batter his frame till he’s sore,
But he can never say that he’s downed
While he bobs up serenely for more.
A fellow’s not dead till he dies
Nor beat till no longer he tries.
By Edgar Guest
Fellow= person
Bobs up= floats back up to the surface

How is the author using imagery and how
effective was it?
Create your own poem that uses imagery
following the model.
Create a Plot Line
Choose 1 of the options below:
 Create a plot line from a recent
movie you have seen
Suggestions: Disney or Pixar
movies, shorts, or YouTube
 Create a plot line that explains a
conflict you recently resolved.

Write two pages (or more) for 2 days
within this week in your writer’s
notebook Your writer’s notebook
can be hand-written or done
electronically. It is a place for you to
capture your thoughts, opinions,
concerns, questions, or reflections
regarding any topic in your daily life.
Possible Options to write about:
Scientists are able to do research and
discover objects that are millions of
miles away in outer space. Write a
list of questions that you would like
to ask and why?
What medical research questions do
you have for the government?
Find a book to read that interests
you. Read this book for 30 or more
minutes every day. You are asked to
time your reading every day,then
track the time you spend reading on
a self-made chart. The chart you
create can be hand-written or
created digitally, and it might look
like this example:
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35

Reading and Reflection

Read one of the following short stories.
https://americanliterature.com/author/edgarallan-poe/short-story/the-cask-of-amontillado
Create a plot line based on the story following
the model below: Include a description of the
setting, characters, and conflict on the chart
as well.

Make a List: List examples of irony you see in
the story (verbal, situational, dramatic irony).
Text to World Connections Through News
Watch the news or read a news related
article. Fill out the graphic below.
What/who is it about? ______________
Where is it happening? _____________
Who is affected by this? ____________
When did this occur? ______________
Why is it happening? _______________
Write a summary paragraph including the
information above. You may use the graphic
below.
Today, in the news I (saw, heard, read) that
___. (Person’s name) __ (witnessed,
experienced, explained) ___the __ (incident,
event) that __ happened __. As a result, __.
In my opinion, I think that __.

Re-Write the paragraph below. Find
and correct errors. You might look
for errors of capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, or grammar.
April 18 1923, was opening day for
Yankee Stadium. On that day, 74,000
baseball fans watch a game between the
Yankees and the Boston Red Sox. The
new stadium was “christened” when
Yankee slugger babe ruth knocked a
gamewinning homerun in to right flied.
Yankee Stadium is offen called “The
House That Ruth Built because Babes
popularity made it famous.

Log into Imagine Reading using the JISD
portal.
Within one of the units, complete 1 of the
Reading Passages (including the unit focus
questions, guided reading questions, and the
written response at the end of the passage).

